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Short description

On June 26th 2003, EU farm ministers adopted a fundamental reform of the
common agricultural policy (CAP), based on the "decoupling” of subsidies from
specific crops as well as its modulation and linkage to the adherence of “cross
compliance”(CC)-conditions related to environmental, food safety and animal
welfare standards. One main objective of the CC system is to establish minimum
EU production standards on farm level that are controlled by monitoring agencies
of the respective EU member states (NITSCH & OSTERBURG, 2005).

A comparison of 31 private and state-driven farm certification schemes in seven
EU member states, drawn by a recent EU-funded project!, shows synergy effects
with the European CC-system. Whereas there is often additional overlap in the
respective sets of standards, both approaches establish minimum standards, use
an inspection protocols to check compliance and enforce sanctions if these
standards are not met. Depending on the type of animal production, the spectrum
of obligations ranges from requirements of food safety and quality to animal
welfare standards. (FARMER et al., 2007)

The existence of minimum standards, established by private or public certification

schemes and the European CC-system, enables a differentiated assessment of
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the minimum animal welfare standards for compliant farms and a comparison
with existing CC legislation. Hence, the objective of this doctoral project is to
assess the regional status of farm animal welfare of fattening pigs and cattle in
Austria and Germany how it is fostered by private, state-driven and CC
legislation. In order to achieve this, first, an inventory of existing private and
state-driven animal welfare assurance schemes in Austria and Germany was
conducted and synergies between legislative and certification requirements for

animal welfare were evaluated.
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