Policy perspectives on behavioral and experimental economics
8-12 August 2022, Bonn
Frédéric Gaspart (FG), Jens Rommel (JR)

Course content: Students are introduced to behavioral economic theory and experimental
methodology with a focus on agri-environmental and food policy research. Students
interested in conducting their own experiment can discuss their designs or data in optional
additional consultation sessions (upon agreement). The course combines lectures, group
discussions, seminars, and small assignments.

Learning outcomes: Students have a good overview of the diversity of behavioral
economic theories economic experiments and after the course are equipped to develop a
related research proposal for a graduation project.

Evaluation and assessment: Students take part in lectures and seminars and successfully
complete the course by actively taking part in all course activities.

Target group: MSc students with a background in microeconomics and econometrics.
Schedule (small breaks after every hour of teaching)

Monday August 8, 2022

09.30 -10.30 Introduction of participants, introduction to course content (FG,
JR)

10.30-12.00 Theme 1: Historical and theoretical perspectives (FG)

13.30 - 15.00 The ultimatum game and discussion (FG)

15.00 - 16.00 Exercises and optional consultation hours for projects, additional

questions etc. (JR, FG, PhD students from Uni Bonn)

Tuesday August 9, 2022

09.30 -12.00 Theme 2: Public good games (FG)

13.30 — 15.00 Experimental design |, factors, treatments, levels (JR)

15.00 — 16.00 Discussion on public good games

19.00 Dinner in town (self-paid, only if there is interest, to be confirmed

and to be announced, all)
Wednesday August 10, 2022
09.30 -12.00 Student presentations (see instructions below)

13.30 - 16.00 Experimental design Il, power calculations and statistical planning
(JR with Anna Theres Massfeller)



Thursday August 11, 2022

09.30 -12.00 Student work on group project with an experimental or behavioral
research idea (with inputs from JR and Bonn PhD students)

13.30 - 16.00 Students present their research ideas

Friday August 12, 2022

09.30 -11.30 Ethics in experiments and very short outlook on data analysis
11.30 -12.00 Course evaluation and goodbye

Before the course

1. Students chose one of the papers from the list of primary studies below and present it on
the third day of the course (Wednesday morning). The dudle shows the first authors last
name. You can work in groups of two people. Sign up for one paper before the summer
school start here: https://dudle.rwu.de/AFEPA-22/ (using participant as a login and
afepa22 as a password). Use your name/s in the dudle. First come first serve. Do not
choose a paper that has already been picked by someone else (sorry, the exclusive
option only exists in the doodle version that you have to pay for)!

2. Instructions: Summarize the key message of the paper and its contribution to the
literature in not more than ten minutes (in simple terms). We will then discuss the paper
in class.

3. If you have never heard about statistical power analysis (or if you need a refresher),
please watch the first five chapters of this Video series in preparation for the course:
https://youtu.be/QBONLUp7i28

In preparation, answer the following question: Which parameters/inputs do you need to
conduct a power analysis?
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